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What you need 
to know about 
the new ASB 
injunction...

The Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB), Crime and Policing Bill 
2014 received Royal assent in March 2014.  Most of the 
Acts new powers came into force in October 2014. 

However, the new injunctions were delayed in order 
for changes to be made to legal aid – the injunctions 
subsequently came into force on 23rd March 2015. 
The new civil injunction replaces the previous 
Anti-Social Behaviour Injunction (ASBI).

So, what are the key attributes 
of the injunction?
A court may grant an injunction against a person 
aged 10 or over if two conditions are met:

1. The first condition is that the Court is satisfied, 
on the balance of probabilities, that the 
person responsible for the ASB has engaged or 
threatens to engage in anti-social behaviour

2. The second condition is that the Court 
considers it just and convenient to grant the 
injunction for the purpose of preventing the 
person responsible for causing the ASB from 
engaging in anti-social behaviour

Anti-social behaviour is defined as:
• Conduct that has caused, or is likely to cause, 

harassment, alarm or distress to any person

• Conduct capable of causing nuisance or 
annoyance to a person in relation to that 
person’s occupation of residential premises, or

• Conduct capable of causing housing-related 
nuisance or annoyance to any person

The injunction:
• Will be heard in a County Court for adults and 

the Youth Court for under 18’s

• Will stop the person responsible from doing 
anything described in the injunction – ie not to 
cause a nuisance and annoyance

• Can require the person responsible to engage 
with other agencies to help them stop doing 
anything described in the injunction known as 
positive requirements
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Power of arrest:
A court granting an injunction may attach a power 
of arrest to the injunction if it thinks that:

• The person responsible for the anti-social 
behaviour has engaged or threatens to engage, 
or includes the use or threatened use of 

       violence against other persons, or

• There is a significant risk of harm to other 
persons from the person responsible for the ASB

The injunction also includes the power to exclude 
people from their home in cases of violence or risk 
of harm regardless of their type of property.

Breaching the injunction:
If the person given 
the injunction 
does not obey it, 
then they will be
in contempt of 
court and may 
be sent to prison.

If you are a victim of anti-social behaviour, then you do not have to tolerate it. Please contact your Neighbourhood Housing Officer on 01793 445503 whereby help and support can be given to you.

Example 2

Finally, an injunction was recently 
obtained against a tenant due to the 
poor condition of their property and 
garden which included accumulations 
of rubbish. The court ordered:

1. The tenant to move and dispose 
of the accumulation of rubbish 
and possessions amounting to a 
nuisance and a hazard both within 
the property and the garden.

2. That the claimant Swindon Borough 
Council be permitted to enforce 
entry if consent is not provided 
by the defendant to undertake 
a safety check by its officers, 
contractors or agents in relation 
to the state of the property and in 
respect of safety checks on utilities 
such as water and electricity and 
to do any necessary repair and/or 
maintenance work. 

Injunctions in practice.
Housing have been utilising the new injunctions, along 
with other powers to tackle ASB – some examples

Example 1

Housing recently obtained a 6 month 
injunction against a tenants son. 
The tenants son, who lives in North 
Swindon, is alleged to have man 
handled a Council workman and used 
threatening language (repeated to 
other officers after the event) following 
a routine appointment at the start of 
April 2015. 

An injunction, with a power of arrest, 
was granted at Swindon County Court 
and this forbids the tenants son from: -  

1. Using or threatening to use 
violence against any person 
residing in, visiting or otherwise 
engaged in a lawful activity at the 
area concerned.

2. Harassing or intimidating any 
person residing in, visiting or 
otherwise engaged in a lawful 
activity in the area concerned.

3. Harassing or intimidating any 
employee or contractor of Swindon 
Borough Council.

Example 3

In another case, a tenant 
has been evicted from 
their property in the Parks 
area of Swindon due to 
causing significant and 
persistent ASB. 

Prior to the eviction, the 
tenant received a custodial 
sentence following 
multiple breaches of 
an injunction.

This information is available on the internet at www.swindon.gov.uk. 
It can be produced in a range of languages and formats  
(such as large print, Braille or other accessible formats)  
by contacting the Customer Services Department.
t: 01793 445500  f: 01793 463982
e: customerservices@swindon.gov.uk
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