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Introduction 

Welcome! 
;OPZ�PZ�H�Z[LW�I`�Z[LW�N\PKL�[V�VYNHUPZPUN�H�VUL�VɈ�VY�YLN\SHY�ºWSH`PUN�V\[»�ZLZZPVU�VU�`V\Y�Z[YLL[��
based on the experience of people doing this themselves across the UK. 

Before starting, it is worth considering whether your street is ready for regular temporary road 
closures. This can feel like a big step. On our website, we discuss some of the many things you can 
do to make the place outside your home more playful and friendly without a formal road closure. You 
JHU�YLHK�V\Y�^LIWHNL�VU�LHZ`�HUK�LɈVY[SLZZ�[OPUNZ�[V�OLSW�`V\�[V�I\PSK�H�WVZP[P]L�YLSH[PVUZOPW�^P[O�
your street and neighbours. 

If you feel your street is ready and suitable for playing out sessions, this manual should cover what 
`V\�ULLK�[V�RUV �̂�0M�`V\�OH]L�HU`�X\LZ[PVUZ�[OH[�HYLU»[�JV]LYLK�OLYL�VY�VU�[OL�^LIZP[L��MVY�L_HTWSL�
in the FAQs), or if you just want to have a chat, please feel free to contact us via phone or email.

Items in italics throughout this manual are available to download for free from our website.

What are ‘playing out’ sessions?
In June 2009, we came up with the idea of 
short, after-school road closures simply to allow 
children to play out freely on their own street. 
Residents still have car access, escorted at 
walking speed by volunteer stewards, so the 
Z[YLL[�ILJVTLZ�H�ºZOHYLK�ZWHJL»�IL[^LLU�JHYZ�
HUK�WLVWSL��0[�JHU�LP[OLY�IL�KVUL�HZ�H�VUL�VɈ�
L]LU[�VY��PM�`V\Y�JV\UJPS�HSSV^Z��VU�H�YLN\SHY�
IHZPZ��;OH[»Z�IHZPJHSS`�P[��6]LY�[OL�WHZ[�ML^�`LHYZ�
we have helped many other streets to do the same 
and have learned a lot.

Timeline
;OL�^OVSL�WYVJLZZ��MYVT�OH]PUN�[OL�PKLH�[V�[OL�ÄYZ[�ZLZZPVU��[HRLZ�HYV\UK�����TVU[OZ��)\[�WSLHZL�
KVU»[�SL[�[OH[�W\[�`V\�VɈ�¶�P[�PZ�TVZ[S`�K\L�[V�[OL�[PTL�P[�[HRLZ�[V�NL[�WLYTPZZPVU�[V�JSVZL�[OL�YVHK��
during which there is not much for you to do but wait. The main work initially is in talking and 
listening to your neighbours, but this can be very rewarding in itself as a way of getting to know 
people and feel more connected as a street.

Before you start
4HRPUN�`V\Y�Z[YLL[�H�WSHJL�MVY�WSH`�PZ�X\P[L�H�YHKPJHS�Z[LW�HUK��^OPSL�ZVTL�WLVWSL�TH`�MLLS�JVUÄKLU[�
about leading this project, it helps to have some moral and practical support. If you know any 
neighbours already, it is good to sound them out and see if they will support you before putting the 
idea out to the whole street.

Streets in your area may already be playing out, in which case it can be good to get in touch with 
ZVTLVUL�^OV�OHZ�NVUL�[OYV\NO�[OL�WYVJLZZ�HSYLHK �̀�:LL�[OL�º5LHY�@V\»�WHY[�VM�[OL�^LIZP[L�[V�NL[�PU�
touch with people playing out in your area, or contact us directly.
 

Amy and Alice
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Step 1. 

Talk to neighbours and set a date 

;OL�ÄYZ[�TLL[PUN�
([�SLHZ[�[^V�TVU[OZ�ILMVYL�`V\�^HU[�[V�KV�`V\Y�ÄYZ[�ZLZZPVU��^L�Z\NNLZ[�`V\�PU]P[L�`V\Y�ULPNOIV\YZ�
to an informal meeting to discuss the idea. Doing this at the beginning ensures that everyone feels 
included and allows for any questions or concerns to be raised early on.

Choose a place, time and date for this that will be convenient and comfortable for people. A local 
W\I��JHMt��ZVTLVUL»Z�MYVU[�YVVT�VY��PM�[OLYL�PZ�ZWHJL��V\[�PU�[OL�Z[YLL[��HSS�^VYR�^LSS��@V\�JHU�PU]P[L�
WLVWSL�WLYZVUHSS`�I`�NVPUN�KVVY�[V�KVVY�VY�HKHW[�[OL�PU]P[H[PVU�MYVT�V\Y�^LIZP[L�¶�PKLHSS`�IV[O��
)LMVYL�[OL�ÄYZ[�TLL[PUN��JOLJR�[OL�HWWSPJH[PVU�WYVJLZZ�PU�`V\Y�HYLH�HZ�JV\UJPSZ�OH]L�KPɈLYLU[�
WYVJLK\YLZ�¶�`V\�JHU�ÄUK�V\[�TVYL�MYVT�V\Y�^LIZP[L�VY�JHSS�`V\Y�JV\UJPS�KPYLJ[S �̀

;OL�HPTZ�VM�[OPZ�ÄYZ[�TLL[PUN�HYL�[V!
� Share the playing out idea and generate enthusiasm for it. 
� Discuss any questions or concerns.
� 0M�[OLYL�PZ�Z\ɉJPLU[�PU[LYLZ[��JOVVZL�H�KH[L�MVY�`V\Y�ÄYZ[�ZLZZPVU��
� Discuss and agree roles and gather contact details.
� +LJPKL�^OV�^PSS�ÄSS�V\[�[OL�HWWSPJH[PVU�MVYT�[V�[OL�JV\UJPS�

Share the playing out idea
The main aim of this meeting is to propose the idea and 
generate discussion and interest. You may want to show 
the video from our website or ask people to share their 
own memories of playing out to break the ice. This will 
no doubt generate some lively discussion about street 
play and related issues. Some people may have concerns 
or objections. It may help to familiarise yourself with the 
Possible Concerns�VU�WHNL�����[OPZ�PZ�H]HPSHISL�VU�V\Y�
website too).

Set a date
0M�[OLYL�PZ�Z\ɉJPLU[�PU[LYLZ[�¶�O\YYHO��^LSS�KVUL��5V^�`V\�JHU�ZL[�[OL�KH[LZ�MVY�`V\Y�WSH`PUN�V\[�
sessions. Road closure applications take time to process, so do make sure you take into account 
[OL�YLX\PYLTLU[Z�VM�`V\Y�JV\UJPS��>L�YLJVTTLUK�ZL[[PUN�H�ÄYZ[�KH[L�H[�SLHZ[�[^V�TVU[OZ�MYVT�[OPZ�
ÄYZ[�TLL[PUN��PM�`V\Y�JV\UJPS�SL[Z�`V\�JOVVZL�[OL�KH[L���;OPUR�HIV\[�OV^�VM[LU�`V\»K�SPRL�[V�JSVZL��
HUK�MVY�OV^�SVUN�MVY��OV^�T\JO�VM�[OL�YVHK��VY�PM�`V\�^HU[�[V�KV�H�VUL�VɈ�ZLZZPVU�[V�[LZ[�[OL�^H[LYZ�
�LZWLJPHSS`�PM�[OLYL�HYL�JVUJLYUZ�VIQLJ[PVUZ��[OPZ�PZ�ZVTL[PTLZ�H�NVVK�PKLH��

We started by doing sessions after school, to boost the idea of it being a normal part of everyday 
SPML��I\[�^LLRLUKZ�HYL�HSZV�ÄUL�¶�^OH[L]LY�Z\P[Z�`V\�HUK�`V\Y�ULPNOIV\YZ��
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0M�[OLYL»Z�UV[�LUV\NO�PU[LYLZ[��P[�TH`�IL�ILZ[�
to leave it for now and try again later. If you 
have no response at all, or nobody comes to 
the meeting, look on the website at Easy and 
Effortless Things and wander through our 
section on Inspiration and Ideas. You are not 
alone in wanting your children to feel a sense of 
freedom and independence and there are other 
ways of achieving this. Sign up to our blog and 
join the Playing Out Facebook group for ideas 
and support. 

Some streets have found a street party or a Big Lunch to be a good starting point before going on 
[V�V[OLY�[OPUNZ�SPRL�WSH`PUN�V\[��HZ�P[»Z�H�JOHUJL�[V�MVY�WLVWSL�[V�TLL[�HUK�ZLL�OV^�T\JO�[OL�JOPSKYLU�
LUQV`�\ZPUN�[OL�ZWHJL��-VY�TVYL�PUMVYTH[PVU�VU�[OLZL�JVU[HJ[�:[YLL[Z�(SP]L!�^^ �̂Z[YLL[WHY[ �̀VYN�\R�
VY�;OL�)PN�3\UJO!�^^ �̂[OLIPNS\UJO�JVT�

Roles and Responsibilities
If you decide you want to go ahead, introduce everyone to the following three basic roles involved 
and see whether they appeal to anyone. Aim to get as many people as possible to commit to helping 
H[�[OPZ�TLL[PUN�ZV�`V\�KVU»[�ÄUK�`V\YZLSM�JHYY`PUN�[OL�^OVSL�[OPUN�HSVUL�

 ��6YNHUPZLY�Z�!�You will need at least one person to be the main organiser and lead on making it
all happen. If you are reading this, you are probably that person. The organiser is the main driving 
force and coordinator of the playing out sessions. With the help provided on our website and in this 
THU\HS��UV�WYL]PV\Z�L_WLYPLUJL�VM�SLHKPUN�HU�L]LU[�PZ�YLX\PYLK�¶�Q\Z[�JVTTP[TLU[�HUK�LU[O\ZPHZT��
:VTL�Z[YLL[Z�OH]L�Z\JJLZZM\SS`�ZOHYLK�[OPZ�YVSL�IL[^LLU���VY�TVYL�WLVWSL�HUK�P[»Z�WYVIHIS`�TVYL�
M\U�[V�KV�P[�[OH[�^H`�

�L^HYKZ!�:[L^HYKZ�HYL�JY\JPHS�HZ�[OL`�HYL�YLZWVUZPISL�MVY�THRPUN�[OL�ZWHJL�ZHML�¶�[OL�THPU]:��
W\YWVZL�VM�ºWSH`PUN�V\[»�ZLZZPVUZ��6U�TVZ[�Z[YLL[Z��P[�PZ�LZZLU[PHS�[V�OH]L�[^V�YLSPHISL�HK\S[Z�H[�LHJO�
º]LOPJSL�LU[Y`»�WVPU[�[OYV\NOV\[�[OL�ZLZZPVU��;OL�TVYL�Z[L^HYKZ�`V\�JHU�YLJY\P[�[OL�IL[[LY��;OLYL�
are more details about recruiting stewards in the next step.

 LSWLYZ! Helpers are mostly needed to help with publicity and other odd-jobs such as designing/��
Å`LYZ�HUK�ZV\YJPUN�JVSSLJ[PUN�ZPNUHNL�VY�V[OLY�ºRP[»��

,HZ`�HUK�,ɈVY[SLZZ�;OPUNZ
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Step 2. Get permission and support

Applying for a road closure 
We began this project in Bristol, using the 
JV\UJPS»Z�ºZ[YLL[�WHY[`»�WYVJLK\YL��0U�YLZWVUZL�
to demand from residents, Bristol pioneered 
[OL�º;LTWVYHY`�7SH`�:[YLL[�6YKLY»��;7:6��PU�
2011, which means you can make an annual 
application to open the street for play up to 3 
hours a week. Other areas are beginning to 
MVSSV^�Z\P[��ZV�SVVR�H[�V\Y�^LIZP[L�[V�ÄUK�V\[�
where your council is up to and who to contact. 
If you get stuck or the council is trying to charge 
a fee to close the road, contact us for advice. 
Getting a local councillor on board is a good start.

(Z�^LSS�HZ�ÄSSPUN�PU�H�MVYT��`V\�^PSS�WYVIHIS`�IL�HZRLK�[V�ZLUK�H�MVYTHS�JVUZ\S[H[PVU�SL[[LY�[V�HSS�
residents as part of the application procedure, giving them a chance to raise any objections or 
concerns. The format of this is often set by the council but if not, we have a consultation letter you 
can adapt. Where the council provides a letter this can be quite formal so we advise accompanying 
it with a friendly cover letter explaining the reason for doing it and reassuring people they will still 
have car access to their street. Some councils may ask you to gather signatures in support of the 
idea, which could be seen as an opportunity to door-knock and talk to people face-to-face.

Recruiting stewards and other volunteers.
7SH`PUN�V\[�ZLZZPVUZ�HYL�VUS`�WVZZPISL�^P[O�]VS\U[LLY�Z\WWVY[��(ZRPUN�ULPNOIV\YZ�[V�KV�SLHÅL[PUN�
and other jobs is not only to share some of the work, but a good way to involve others, particularly 
those without young children. Your time and energy is really appreciated and we are certain that 
`V\Y�LɈVY[Z�^PSS�OH]L�H�WVZP[P]L�PTWHJ[�VU�`V\Y�Z[YLL[�HUK�[OL�^PKLY�JVTT\UP[ �̀�(Z�`V\�YLJY\P[�V[OLY�
volunteers, do remember to give them lots of respect and appreciation. 

You will need two stewards for each vehicle access point in order to keep the barriers attended 
^OLU�H�JHY�PZ�ILPUN�LZJVY[LK�PU�VY�V\[��0KLHSS`�`V\�^PSS�HSZV�OH]L�H�ºÅVH[PUN�Z[L^HYK»�[V�IL�ULHY�[OL�
TPKKSL�VM�[OL�YVHK�HUK�^H[JO�V\[�MVY�JHYZ�^HU[PUN�[V�SLH]L�[OL�JSVZ\YL�HYLH��>L�OH]L�MV\UK�P[»Z�ILZ[�
to ask people directly, rather than just sending out a general request. You might want to print out 
the steward sign-up sheet from our website and get people to commit in writing. Stewards need to 
IL�YLSPHISL�HUK�JVUÄKLU[��WHY[PJ\SHYS`�VU�Z[YLL[Z�[OH[�UVYTHSS`�OH]L�H�OPNO�]VS\TL�VM�[YHɉJ��;OLPY�
WVZP[PVU�PZ�[OL�THPU�WSHJL�VM�WV[LU[PHS�KHUNLY�VY�KPɉJ\S[`�ILJH\ZL�P[�PZ�[OL�PU[LYMHJL�^P[O�JHYZ��(U`�
stewards with very young children should ensure someone else takes responsibility for the children 
^OPSL�[OL`�HYL�Z[L^HYKPUN��;OLYL�PZ�TVYL�KL[HPS�HIV\[�IYPLÄUN�[OL�Z[L^HYKZ�MVY�[OLPY�YVSL�PU�Z[LW���

TPSO form



7

About being an organiser on your own street

“The hardest part of organising the event was being ‘visible’ on my street and realising that 

UV[�L]LY`VUL�HNYLLK�^P[O�^OH[�0�^HZ�[Y`PUN�[V�KV��0U�T`�QVI�0»T�\ZLK�[V�KLHSPUN�^P[O�KPɉJ\S[�
situations, but on my own street it felt more personal. Having said that, I felt on a real high 

HM[LY^HYKZ�HUK�L]LU�WLVWSL�^OV�OHK�ILLU�\UJLY[HPU�ILMVYLOHUK�JHTL�V\[�HUK�^LYL�Z\WWVY[P]L¹�
Lucy, Bristol resident

It is not unusual to feel uncomfortable or have mixed feelings about your role from time to time. 
What you are doing is challenging the status quo. Where possible, share out the jobs to spread 
responsibility and the sense of achievement and ownership that brings. Remember that it is a 
JVTT\UP[`�LɈVY[�ZV�[Y`�[V�JYLH[L�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�MVY�WLVWSL�[V�JVU[YPI\[L�[OLPY�V^U�PKLHZ��ZRPSSZ�
HUK�Z[YLUN[OZ��4VZ[�WLVWSL�^PSS�HWWYLJPH[L�HUK�Z\WWVY[�^OH[�`V\�HYL�[Y`PUN�[V�KV�

Fielding objections and concerns
It is likely that you will have support from most of your neighbours but sometimes there may be 
WLVWSL�^OV�KVU»[�SPRL�[OL�PKLH�VM�JOPSKYLU�WSH`PUN�PU�[OL�Z[YLL[�VY�OH]L�VIQLJ[PVUZ�VY�JVUJLYUZ�MVY�
other reasons. In general, the best policy is to avoid confrontation and seek to hear and understand 
their side. They may have a perspective that none of us have considered. Possible Concerns may 
help but do contact us if you need help with this.

6[OLY�:\WWVY[
Remember that the Playing Out network of active residents is available for peer-support, information 
HUK�TV[P]H[PVU��@V\�JHU�JVU[HJ[�[OVZL�ULHY�`V\�]PH�[OL�THW�VU�V\Y�^LIZP[L��HUK�VY�QVPU�[OL� 
º7SH`PUN�6\[»�-HJLIVVR�NYV\W�[V�IL�WHY[�VM�[OL�UH[PVUHS�JVU]LYZH[PVU��:VTL�HYLHZ�OH]L�[OLPY�V^U�
local groups, details are on the website.

A note on insurance and liability…
We are not lawyers but we have sought advice from lawyers and it seems that the liability situation is 
slightly uncertain. It is best to get advice on this from your council and also look at the FAQs on our 
website for more explanation. In general, the best way to prevent being held liable for anything that 
goes wrong is to make sure you do everything in a responsible way. 

Our main advice is that you take good care, prepare well and encourage everyone to be sensible 
and respectful about other people and their property. In all publicity and on the day, please 
remind parents that playing out sessions are not ‘risk-free’ and that they are still ultimately 
responsible for their own children’s safety, both during and after the sessions.

Risk Assessment
Whether or not the council requires it, we would recommend doing a simple risk assessment before 
`V\Y�ÄYZ[�ZLZZPVU�[V�THRL�Z\YL�`V\�OH]L�[OV\NO[�[OYV\NO�HUK�TPUPTPZLK�HU`�YPZRZ��;OPZ�IHZPJHSS`�
PU]VS]LZ�SPZ[PUN�HU`�WV[LU[PHS�YPZRZ��L�N��JHY�KYP]LYZ�PNUVYPUN�[OL�YVHK�JSVZ\YL�Z[L^HYKZ��JHYZ�SLH]PUN�
the street without warning) and deciding what you can do to reduce the risk. Once you have done 
[OPZ��ILHYPUN�PU�TPUK�[OLYL�PZ�UV�Z\JO�[OPUN�HZ�H�ºYPZR�MYLL»�LU]PYVUTLU[��P[�PZ�H�NVVK�PKLH�[V�^LPNO�\W�
[OL�V]LYHSS�YPZR�HNHPUZ[�[OL�WV[LU[PHS�ILULÄ[Z�VM�NVPUN�HOLHK��

0M�`V\�HYL�PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�YLHKPUN�TVYL�HIV\[�ILULÄ[�YPZR�HZZLZZTLU[��;PT�.PSS»Z�^LIZP[L�PZ�H�NVVK�
WSHJL�[V�Z[HY[!�O[[W!��YL[OPURPUNJOPSKOVVK�JVT�[HN�YPZR�ILULÄ[�HZZLZZTLU[��
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Step 3. Tell everybody and get ready

Spreading the word
+LZPNUPUN��WOV[VJVW`PUN�HUK�KPZ[YPI\[PUN�UV[PJLZ��WVZ[LYZ��SLHÅL[Z�
HUK�Å`LYZ�PZ�WLYOHWZ�[OL�THPU�^VYR�VM�VYNHUPZPUN�H�WSH`PUN�V\[�
session. The good news is that parts of this work are easily 
KLSLNH[LK�[V�V[OLY�YLZPKLU[Z��;OLYL�PZ�\Z\HSS`�H�ºKLZPNU�^OPaa»�VU�
[OL�Z[YLL[�HUK�JOPSKYLU�LUQV`�[OL�QVI�VM�W\[[PUN�SLHÅL[Z�[OYV\NO�
doors. We recommend keeping publicity within your own street 
and perhaps a few directly neighbouring streets. Although the 
street is a public space, you want to avoid actively promoting it as 
a public event, which may give some residents cause for concern 
and also have implications for liability and insurance.

5V^�PZ�[OL�[PTL�[V�[HSR�\W�[OL�ÄYZ[�ZLZZPVU�^P[O�L]LY`VUL�`V\�ZLL�
on the street. We have been pleasantly surprised at how people 
light up and at the mention of street play. It is a great conversation 
Z[HY[LY�¶�WLVWSL�LUQV`�ZOHYPUN�[OLPY�TLTVYPLZ�HUK�P[�YLTPUKZ�[OLT�
what an important part of their childhood this was.

Ask people to put a poster in their window a couple of weeks beforehand to show their support for 
[OL�PKLH��[OPZ�TPNO[�IL�TVYL�ULPNOIV\YS`�[OHU�W\[[PUN�[OLT�VU�SHTWWVZ[Z��^OPJO�ZVTL�WLVWSL�KVU»[�
like). You could also send out email and text messages to neighbours leading up to the day. 
You are welcome to use and adapt the templates from our website, or better still make your own. It 
is important to state clearly on all publicity that parents are responsible for their own children during 
the sessions and that cars can only come in and out escorted by a steward at walking speed.

Signage 
Check with your council about the requirements for signage. Some councils will provide signs, 
^OPSL�V[OLYZ�HZR�`V\�[V�HYYHUNL�`V\Y�V^U��0U�HU`�JHZL�`V\�^PSS�ULLK�VɉJPHS�º9VHK�*SVZLK»�ZPNUHNL��
to signal to drivers that a legal road closure is in force. The exact requirements will depend on your 
individual street but in some instances a “Road Ahead Closed” sign may also be needed. You can 
hire metal signs for around £10 each but it may be cheaper to buy signs if you are planning to have 
YLN\SHY�ZLZZPVUZ��@V\�HSZV�ULLK�[V�[OPUR�HIV\[�WYL]LU[PUN�\UH\[OVYPZLK�HJJLZZ�I`�JSVZPUN�VɈ�[OL�
width of the road, probably using cones. It is important to make sure whatever you set up meets with 
SLNHS�YLX\PYLTLU[Z�HUK�JSLHYS`�HUK�LɈLJ[P]LS`�Z[VWZ�JHYZ�HUK�IPRLZ�MYVT�JVTPUN�[OYV\NO�^P[OV\[�
permission. You could also consider having some other visual signs to drivers that the road is being 
ºYL�W\YWVZLK»��ILSV^��

“Street reclaiming relies on using intrigue and uncertainty to 
seduce drivers into slowing down rather than using engineering 
KL]PJLZ�[OH[�MVYJL�[OLT�[V�ZSV^�KV^U��>OPSL�[YHɉJ�JHSTPUN�
MVJ\ZLK�VU�ZSV^PUN�[YHɉJ��Z[YLL[�YLJSHPTPUN�MVJ\ZLZ�VU�YLJSHPTPUN�
the street for neighbourhood-building activities such as play, 
ZVJPHSPaPUN��JVTTLYJL��J\S[\YL��HUK�ZOHYPUN�VM�Z[YLL[�^PZKVT��
Ironically, reinstating these community-building functions 
H\[VTH[PJHSS`�JH\ZLZ�[YHɉJ�[V�ZSV^�KV^U¹� 
�+H]PK�,UN^PJO[��

Playing Out Poster
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Get the local bobby on board!

:HKS �̀�^L�OH]L�MV\UK�[OH[�H�[PU`�TPUVYP[`�VM�JHY�KYP]LYZ��HUK�L]LU�ZVTL�J`JSPZ[Z��YLHJ[�HUNYPS`�
VY�HNNYLZZP]LS`�[V�ILPUN�HZRLK�[V�KYP]L�H�KPɈLYLU[�^H`�VY�H[�^HSRPUN�ZWLLK�HUK�[OPZ�JHU�YLZ\S[�
in dangerous or threatening behaviour. For this reason, it might be a good idea to contact your 
local PCSO or Beat Manager to tell them what you are planning and informally invite them along 
to your sessions. They should see this as a good opportunity to engage with the community and 
it helps send a message to drivers that the road closure is legitimate and enforceable. In Bristol, 
[OL�SVJHS�WVSPJL�MVYJL�OHZ�ILLU�L_[YLTLS`�Z\WWVY[P]L�HUK��HTVUNZ[�V[OLY�[OPUNZ��H�IYPLÄUN�HIV\[�
Playing Out has been passed on to all beat managers so they are aware of the scheme and its 
ILULÄ[Z��0M�`V\�KV�OH]L�HU`�PZZ\LZ�^P[O�KHUNLYV\Z�KYP]PUN�VY�V[OLY�\UHJJLW[HISL�ILOH]PV\Y�VU�
the day, take as many details as you can and contact 101 straight away to report it. 

Things to have to hand on the day
,]LU�[OV\NO�[OPZ�PZ�UV[�H�MVYTHS�ºL]LU[»��P[�^V\SK�IL�^VY[O�OH]PUN�H�ÄYZ[�HPK�RP[�[V�OHUK��Q\Z[�PU�JHZL��
6[OLY�\ZLM\S�[OPUNZ�HYL�[OLYTVZ��\TIYLSSHZ�HUK�JOHPYZ��MVY�Z[L^HYKZ���>L�\Z\HSS`�OH]L�PUMVYTH[PVU�
SLHÅL[Z�HIV\[�WSH`PUN�V\[�[V�OHUK�V\[�[V�HU`VUL�^OV�PZ�PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�ÄUKPUN�V\[�TVYL�VY�MVY�KYP]LYZ�
who are confused or bemused about why there are children playing in the road. 

Toys, Games and Equipment. 
In our experience so far, when left to their own devices, children 
ÄUK�[OLPY�V^U�^H`Z�[V�WSH �̀�>L�ILSPL]L�[OLYL�PZ�YLHS�]HS\L�PU�[OPZ�HZ�
it encourages resourcefulness and creativity. Some adults have 
enjoyed remembering and sharing skipping rhymes and games, 
or joining in with chalk drawings but have done so very much in 
the spirit of pursuing their own play rather than organising the 
JOPSKYLU»Z�WSH �̀�7LVWSL�OH]L�IYV\NO[�V\[�JOHSR��SVUN�ZRPWWPUN�
ropes, paddling pools, bicycles, scooters, stilts, hoops, bubbles 
HUK�TVYL��<USLZZ�`V\�UV[PJL�ZVTL[OPUN�\UK\S`�YPZR`��L�N��OHYK�
JYPJRL[�IHSSZ���PU�^OPJO�JHZL�`V\�TH`�ULLK�[V�JHSTS`�PU[LY]LUL��`V\�
can probably relax about this side of things. 

What if it rains? 
Many streets have pressed ahead and played out in the rain, 
snow and sleet. In general, this seems to add to the fun from the 
JOPSKYLU»Z�WVPU[�VM�]PL �̂�ZV�P[�PZ�YLHSS`�H�X\LZ[PVU�VM�^OL[OLY�[OL�
HK\S[Z�HYL�OHWW`�[V�Z[HUK�HYV\UK�PU�P[�VY�UV[��0M�`V\�KV�KLJPKL�[V�
JHYY`�VU�PU�IHK�^LH[OLY��Q\Z[�IL�H^HYL�VM�HU`�L_[YH�OHaHYKZ��SPRL�
the possibility of bikes skidding. And follow up with a nice  
hot drink.
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Documentation and publicity
Consider how and if you want to document the event. You may 
want to write about, photograph or video neighbours enjoying 
the day or sharing memories of their own childhood. If you are 
recording or photographing other people, always ensure you 
OH]L�[OLPY�JSLHY�JVUZLU[��HUK�JVUZLU[�MYVT�[OLPY�WHYLU[Z�PM�[OL`�
HYL�JOPSKYLU���7SLHZL�HSZV�ZOHYL�HU`�KVJ\TLU[H[PVU�^P[O�\Z��PM�`V\�
OH]L�WLYTPZZPVU�[V�KV�ZV��¶�P[�HSS�OLSWZ�[V�LUJV\YHNL�V[OLYZ�HUK�
ZOV^�[OL�YLHS�ILULÄ[Z�VM�Z[YLL[�WSH �̀

You may know of local community newsletters or websites 
which would welcome a short article and a couple of photos. 
This can be a great way to share your experiences with others 
in the neighbourhood. Do think carefully before contacting your 
local newspaper, radio or tv to tell them about your playing out 
ZLZZPVUZ��(S[OV\NO�P[»Z�ZVTL[PTLZ�H�NYLH[�^H`�[V�YHPZL�H^HYLULZZ�

PU�`V\Y�[V^U�VY�JP[`�P[�JHU�IL�X\P[L�PU[Y\ZP]L�[V�IL�PU]VS]LK�PU�TLKPH�PU[LY]PL^Z�VY�ÄSTPUN�HUK�ULLKZ�
some preparation. Local stories can sometimes get picked up by national media and become bigger 
news pieces and you may not be ready for that kind of attention at the start of playing out in your 
street. Get in touch with Naomi Fuller, Playing Out Media and Communications Manager, to talk it 
[OYV\NO�HUK�NL[�Z\WWVY[�PM�`V\�HYL�[OPURPUN�VM�JVU[HJ[PUN�`V\Y�SVJHS�TLKPH�¶ 
naomi@playingout.net.
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Step 4. Play out! 

What to expect on the day
-PUHSS`�[OL�KH`�OHZ�JVTL��>LSS�KVUL�MVY�NL[[PUN�[OPZ�MHY��@V\�TH`�MLLS�L_JP[LK��[PYLK��VY�L]LU�H�SP[[SL�
nervous. This is all normal. You will be glad when it is under way. You have done everything you can 
to let people know about it so that is out of your hands and you can only wait and see who comes 
out to play. 

)YPLÄUN�[OL�Z[L^HYKZ
(YYHUNL�[V�TLL[�HUK�IYPLM�[OL�ÄYZ[�Z[L^HYKZ�HIV\[����TPU\[LZ�ILMVYL�[OL�L]LU[�ILNPUZ�� 
We take this bit really seriously because stewards do need to be alert to cars and clear about  
[OLPY�YVSL��^OPJO�PZ�[V!
� keep children within the closure
� �KP]LY[�º[OYV\NO»�[YHɉJ
�  safely guide drivers needing access into or out of the road.

@V\�ZOV\SK�HZR�[OL�Z[L^HYKZ�[V�YLHK�[OL�Z[L^HYK�IYPLÄUN�HUK�[LSS�[OLT�P[�PZ�YLHSS`�PTWVY[HU[�[OL`�
follow it, even if it seems over the top. We are pretty formal with this so there is no room for 
JVUM\ZPVU��0M�[OLYL�HYL�[^V�ZOPM[Z��[OL`�^PSS�[OLU�IL�YLZWVUZPISL�MVY�IYPLÄUN�[OLPY�YLWSHJLTLU[��

>L�NP]L�Z[L^HYKZ�OP�]PZPIPSP[`�]LZ[Z�HUK�H�ºSHU`HYK»�^P[O�H�^OPZ[SL�HUK�[OL�Z[L^HYK�IYPLÄUN��^OPJO�
ZOV\SK�PUJS\KL�[OL�VYNHUPZLY»Z�TVIPSL�U\TILY�HUK�[OL�WOVUL�U\TILY�VM�[OL�JVU[HJ[�WLYZVU�^P[OPU�
the council. These are passed on to subsequent stewards. Stewards should be safely behind the 
YVHK�JSVZ\YL�WVPU[��P�L��UV[�PU�[OL�SP]L�JHYYPHNL^H`��I\[�PU�]PL^�VM�VUJVTPUN�[YHɉJ��[OL�JSVZ\YL�HYLH�
and other stewards. The organiser and stewards should agree who will look out for drivers wanting 
to leave the street and how this will be managed as this is an area of particular risk. On a long 
Z[YL[JO�VM�YVHK�`V\�^PSS�WYVIHIS`�ULLK�H�ºÅVH[PUN�Z[L^HYK»�HZ�^LSS�HZ�[OL�Z[L^HYKZ�H[�LHJO�LUK�

Closing the road 
(M[LY�IYPLÄUN��[OL�Z[L^HYKZ�NV�[V�[OL�JSVZ\YL�WVPU[Z�HUK�W\[�[OL�ZPNUZ�PU[V�WSHJL�HZ�ZPT\S[HULV\ZS`�
as they can. Do this gradually so you are always protected by a cone or barrier. Wider streets may 
need cones to physically close the road. Once in place, the stewards should not leave their posts 
except to walk cars in and out. Make sure everyone is clear about when the street is fully closed and 
ZHML�MVY�WSH`�¶�`V\�JV\SK�OH]L�H�ZPNUHS�MVY�[OPZ��L�N��[OYLL�ISV^Z�VU�H�^OPZ[SL���

Dealing with cars
(M[LY�[OL�YVHK�PZ�JSVZLK��PM�H�JHY�^HU[Z�[V�NV�[OYV\NO��[OL`�JHU»[��LTLYNLUJ`�]LOPJSLZ�HYL�HU�
L_JLW[PVU��HZ�[OL�YVHK�PZ�SLNHSS`�JSVZLK�[V�[OYV\NO�[YHɉJ��0M��VU�[OL�V[OLY�OHUK��H�KYP]LY�SP]LZ�VU�VY�PZ�
visiting the road and wants access in or out, we tell them that we can only allow them to drive in the 
road if they wait until we have cleared the road and then drive very slowly with one of the stewards 
walking in front. We try to keep all of this friendly and smile while we tell them this. If they still want 
to gain access under those conditions, we let them through, following that procedure carefully. With 
adult cyclists, we usually just ask them  
to go through very slowly or push through. Keep it safe and respectful. 

;OL�WYVJLK\YL�MVY�Z[L^HYKPUN�JHYZ�PU[V�[OL�Z[YLL[�PZ!
� Get clear agreement from the driver to the conditions above. Be clear that you can only give 

access if you have this agreement.
� �>HYU�L]LY`VUL�PU�[OL�YVHK�PU�H�SV\K�HUK�JSLHY�]VPJL��VY�^OPZ[SL��[OH[�H�JHY�PZ�JVTPUN�[OYV\NO�HUK�

give them a moment to hear and respond. Ensure the road is clear of children and obstacles. 
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�  Gain eye contact with the driver, ask them where they 
want to go and remind them to follow behind you, 
driving very slowly.

�  When you feel it is safe, your co-steward should move 
the barrier to allow the vehicle past. They then remain 
at the closure point while you walk ahead of the vehicle 
[V�[OLPY�WHYRPUN�ZWHJL��6UJL�[OL�LUNPUL�PZ�VɈ��JHSS�V\[�
º:HML�[V�WSH`»�HUK�HSSV^�L]LY`VUL�IHJR�PU[V�[OL�YVHK�

�  Thank them, be friendly and polite throughout.
�  Return to the closure point.

If you become aware of a driver wanting to leave the 
street, talk to them and agree which way they will be 
going out. Once you have their agreement to wait until you have cleared the road and then drive very 
ZSV^S`�^P[O�VUL�VM�[OL�Z[L^HYKZ�^HSRPUN�PU�MYVU[!

� �>HYU�L]LY`VUL�PU�[OL�YVHK�PU�H�SV\K�HUK�JSLHY�]VPJL��VY�^OPZ[SL��[OH[�H�JHY�PZ�JVTPUN�[OYV\NO��
�  When you feel it is safe, make eye contact with the driver and walk in front of them towards the 

barrier.
�  A steward at the closure point moves the barrier to let the vehicle out and repositions it. 
� �6UJL�[OL�IHYYPLY�OHZ�ILLU�YLWSHJLK��JHSS�V\[�º:HML�[V�WSH`»�HUK�HSSV^�L]LY`VUL�IHJR�PU[V�[OL�YVHK�

Only ever try to deal with one car at a time. The steward who remains behind at the closure point will 
need to hold back anybody else who wants access. 

+PɉJ\S[�KYP]LYZ
;OPZ�PZ�H�YHYL�I\[�ZLYPV\Z�HYLH�VM�YPZR��ZV�IL�WYLWHYLK��0M�H�KYP]LY�ILJVTLZ�KPɉJ\S[�VY�JOHSSLUNLZ�`V\Y�
authority, you and the stewards will need to use your judgment in the moment and trouble-shoot 
as best you can. Avoid arguments and confrontation and prioritise the safety of all the participants. 
Remember that people may have all kinds of reasons for their reaction and try to remain calm, 
courteous and assertive. Reassert the legal status of the closure and the fact that it is temporary. If 
a driver becomes confrontational, your co-steward should quietly alert the organiser and any nearby 
WHYLU[Z�[V�LUZ\YL�JOPSKYLU»Z�ZHML[ �̀�;OL�Z[L^HYKZ»�IYPLÄUN�^PSS�OH]L�[OL�JVU[HJ[�U\TILY�MVY�[OL�
JV\UJPS�[OH[�`V\�JHU�VɈLY�PM�H�KYP]LY�^HU[Z�[V�[HSR�[V�HU�VɉJPHS��0U�[OL�L_[YLTL�ZP[\H[PVU�[OH[�H�KYP]LY�
ILOH]LZ�KHUNLYV\ZS �̀�JVU[HJ[�[OL�WVSPJL�PTTLKPH[LS`��ZLL�HIV]L���

/H]PUN�H�NVVK�[PTL�^OPSL�THUHNPUN�[OL�ZLZZPVU
;OL�VYNHUPZLYZ�HYL�PU�LɈLJ[��SPRL�[OL�OVZ[Z��7LVWSL�HYL�YLZWVUZPISL�MVY�[OLTZLS]LZ�HUK�`L[�`V\�HYL�
somewhat responsible for the event overall. So you strike a balance. You have every right to let a 
child or parent know if you think they are acting dangerously or disruptively. Likewise, you will want 
to relax and enjoy it with your neighbours. By all means do, but keep an eye out, particularly on the 
stewards. Use your judgment; it is unlikely that you will need to intervene with anything except the 
VJJHZPVUHS�Z[L^HYK�UV�ZOV^�VY�H[�^VYZ[��H�KPɉJ\S[�KYP]LY��

Watch for elderly neighbours or people from other streets who come out to have a look and enjoy 
the afternoon. They will be happy for you to introduce yourself and have a chat. These conversations 
can be the most rewarding thing about the sessions.
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Clearing up and re-opening the road
About 10 minutes before re-opening the road one steward from each end walks up the road towards 
LHJO�V[OLY��[LSSPUN�L]LY`VUL�[OH[�[OL�YVHK�^PSS�IL�YLVWLUPUN�ZOVY[S`�¶�HZR�[OH[�[OL`�Z[HY[�JSLHYPUN�
things away. Pick up toys, chalk etc. as you go and encourage others to do the same.

Once everything is cleared away, the two stewards should go up and down again calling something 
SPRL��º»VU[V�[OL�WH]LTLU[Z�UV^�WSLHZL��^L�HYL�YLVWLUPUN�[OL�YVHK�¹�<ZL�^OPZ[SLZ�[V�NHPU�H[[LU[PVU��
HUK�H�JSLHY�HUK�SV\K�]VPJL�¶�I\[�[Y`�[V�Z[H`�^HYT�HUK�MYPLUKS`��;OPZ�PZ�HSZV�H�[PTL�[V�YLTPUK�WHYLU[Z�
[V�THRL�Z\YL�[OLPY�JOPSKYLU�\UKLYZ[HUK�[OL�KPɈLYLUJL�IL[^LLU�H�WSH`PUN�V\[�ZLZZPVU�HUK�UVYTHS�
JPYJ\TZ[HUJLZ��@V\�TH`�ULLK�[V�IL�X\P[L�ÄYT�^P[O�WHYLU[Z�[OH[�JHYZ�TH`�UV^�IL�JVTPUN�[OYV\NO�H[�
speed and it is their responsibility to keep their children safe. Getting their verbal agreement is useful 
[V�YLHZZ\YL�`V\YZLSM�[OH[�`V\�OH]L�ºOHUKLK�V]LY»�YLZWVUZPIPSP[`�PU�YLSH[PVU�[V�JHYZ��

6UJL�`V\�HYL�Z\YL�L]LY`VUL�PZ�VɈ�[OL�YVHK�HUK�WHYLU[Z�OH]L�JVU[YVS�VM�ZTHSS�JOPSKYLU��HPT�[V�VWLU�
the road closure points simultaneously to avoid any cars getting stranded in the middle. After taking 
H^H`�[OL�ZPNUZ�[OL�Z[L^HYKZ�JHU�[OLU�KV�H�ÄUHS�ºZ^LLW»�VM�[OL�YVHK��^HSRPUN�KV^U�[OL�JHYYPHNL^H`�
MYVT�LHJO�LUK�HUK�TLL[PUN�PU�[OL�TPKKSL��[V�THRL�HIZVS\[LS`�Z\YL�L]LY`VUL�PZ�ZHMLS`�VɈ�[OL�YVHK�
before fast cars start coming through. If they do this, the stewards should be aware they are walking 
PU�H�ºSP]L�JHYYPHNL^H`»�HUK�LUZ\YL�[OL`�HYL�MHJPUN�VUJVTPUN�[YHɉJ�

0M�`V\�ÄUK�[OL�YL[\YU�VM�[OL�JHYZ�YLHSS`�OHYK�[V�ILHY��YLTLTILY�[OH[�^OH[�`V\�OH]L�KVUL�PZ�H�ÄYZ[�Z[LW�
towards a longer-term change of attitude about roads and street space. And start to think about 
`V\Y�UL_[�Z[LW�

After the event
>LSS�KVUL��5V^�PZ�[OL�[PTL�[V�ZP[�IHJR�HUK�LUQV`�HSS�VM�`V\�HUK�
`V\Y�[LHT»Z�HJOPL]LTLU[Z��>P[OPU�H�ML^�KH`Z��ZLUK�H�[OHUR�`V\�
email to all who were involved. If possible, include a photo or two. 
You may want to record some of your thoughts and feelings at this 
time. These may include ideas you have had for future events or 
HJ[P]P[PLZ�MVY�`V\Y�Z[YLL[�VY�JVTT\UP[ �̀�)LMVYL�[OL�ÄYZ[�L]LY�WSH`PUN�
V\[�ZLZZPVU��(T`�KPK�[OPZ�KYH^PUN��YPNO[���>YP[PUN�HUK�PTHNLZ�OH]L�
a lot of power and help you to communicate your ideas to other 
people. When the dust has settled, we really encourage you to 
take some time to celebrate your achievement in some way. 

You and the future of playing out
>L»K�SV]L�[V�OLHY�HIV\[�[OL�Z[H[L�VM�WSH`��OHOH���VU�`V\Y�Z[YLL[��7SLHZL�KV�Z[H`�PU�[V\JO"�`V\Y�
observations, ideas, feedback, testimonials, photos, memories of play will help us grow this 
movement. If you feel able, please also add yourself to our online map so other people locally can 
contact you for a bit of friendly help and advice. Your tweets, blogs, email, website and Facebook 
mentions, and of course, telling your neighbours about playing out will be much appreciated and go 
H�SVUN�^H`�[V^HYKZ�HJ[P]H[PUN�Z[YLL[�WSH`�HZ�H�UVYTHS�WHY[�VM�KHPS`�SPML��;OHUR�`V\�
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Playing out checklist

Please do email us with any questions or concerns you might have or if you need any moral or 
practical support. Also, let us know how you get on with using our materials. We would appreciate 
any feedback you have and wish you all the best with playing out.

-PYZ[�Z[LWZ��([�SLHZ[���TVU[OZ�ILMVYL�ÄYZ[�ZLZZPVU�
 � ;HSR�[V�`V\Y�ULPNOIV\YZ�HIV\[�[OL�PKLH�[V�ZLL�PM�[OL`�^V\SK�IL�PU[LYLZ[LK��0M�ZV!

 � :L[�H�KH[L�HUK�]LU\L�MVY�[OL�ÄYZ[�TLL[PUN��

 � Read up on street play and Playing Out. Inspirations and Ideas page on our website is a good 
Z[HY[PUN�WVPU[��*VU[HJ[�`V\Y�SVJHS�JV\UJPS�[V�ÄUK�V\[�HIV\[�[OL�HWWSPJH[PVU�WYVJLZZ�PU�`V\Y�HYLH��
`V\�JV\SK�HSZV�ÄUK�V\[�^OH[�LSZL�PU�NVPUN�VU�PU�`V\Y�HYLH�\ZPUN�[OL�THW�VU�WSH`PUNV\[�UL[�

 � 3L[�\Z�RUV^�`V\�HYL�[OPURPUN�VM�NVPUN�MVY�P[��>L»SS�KV�^OH[�^L�JHU�[V�Z\WWVY[�`V\��1VPU�V\Y�
Facebook group for more ideas and inspiration. 

������KH`Z�ILMVYL�ÄYZ[�TLL[PUN�
 � Adapt and print out the Neighbour Meeting Invitation

 � Distribute invitations through letterboxes 

 � Plan for the meeting using the manual.

([�[OL�ÄYZ[�TLL[PUN�
 �  Talk through the idea to your neighbours.

 �  Share memories of playing out, hopes, ideas and concerns. 

 � �(ZZLZZ�PU[LYLZ[�HUK�ZL[�H�KH[L�MVY�`V\Y�ÄYZ[�WSH`PUN�V\[�ZLZZPVU��HUK�Z\IZLX\LU[�ZLZZPVUZ�PM�
applying for repeat closures).

 � �+LJPKL�^OV�^PSS�KV�^OH[��PUJS\KPUN�^OV�^PSS�THRL�[OL�MVYTHS�HWWSPJH[PVU�

 � �*VSSLJ[�JVU[HJ[�KL[HPSZ��\ZL�[OL�steward sign-up if it helps, or start an email list).

During the week following the meeting 
 �  Send an email to everyone who came to the meeting to thank them for coming, review any 
decisions made and roles agreed and the proposed dates for your sessions

����^LLRZ�ILMVYL�`V\Y�ÄYZ[�WSH`PUN�V\[�ZLZZPVU
 � �(WWS`�[V�`V\Y�JV\UJPS�MVY�[OL�YVHK�JSVZ\YL�Z��HUK�THRL�Z\YL�`V\�MVSSV^�HU`�YLX\PYLTLU[Z�MVY�
consultation with your neighbours

 �  Start to recruit stewards and volunteers 

 �  Respond to any objections and concerns that arise from the consultation. See Possible 
Concerns�VY�JVU[HJ[�\Z�PM�`V\�^HU[�HU`�OLSW�^P[O�[OPZ��

 � �*OLJR�OV^�`V\�^PSS�ÄUK�V\[�HIV\[�HWWYV]HS��ZVTL�JV\UJPSZ�TH`�VUS`�SL[�`V\�RUV^�[OL�^LLR�ILMVYL��



15

��^LLRZ�ILMVYL�`V\Y�ÄYZ[�ZLZZPVU
 �  Distribute posters to neighbours for display in windows.

 � �6UJL�`V\�OH]L�OHK�JVUÄYTH[PVU�MYVT�`V\Y�JV\UJPS��SL[�L]LY`VUL�RUV^�P[�PZ�NVPUN�HOLHK�HUK�
remind them of the dates. You can use the &RQÀUPDWLRQ�Á\HU as a template.

 � �*VUÄYT�Z[L^HYKZ�

��^LLR�ILMVYL�`V\Y�ÄYZ[�ZLZZPVU
 �  Put up council Road Closure Notices where this is required.

 �  Make arrangements for your road closure signage and any other materials you want to have on 
[OL�KH`�¶�OP�]PZPIPSP[`�]LZ[Z�L[J���PU�)YPZ[VS�^L�JHU�WYV]PKL�`V\�^P[O�MYLL�RP[��LSZL^OLYL�JOLJR�[V�ZLL�
what your council can provide)

 �  Print out copies of the 6WHZDUG�%ULHÀQJ��[^V�MVY�LHJO�JSVZ\YL�WVPU[��HUK�ILJVTL�MHTPSPHY�^P[O�P[��

 � �+V�H�YPZR�ILULÄ[�HZZLZZTLU[

6U�[OL�KH`�
 �  Make sure you have everything you need ready to go

 �  Verbally brief the stewards and get them to read the 6WHZDUG�%ULHÀQJ.

 � �*SVZL�[OL�YVHK��MVSSV^PUN�[OL�WYVJLK\YL�PU�[OL�THU\HS��HUK�WSH`�V\[�

 �  Pass around a mailing list to neighbours at the event.

 �  Talk to neighbours, collect memories, take video and photos.

 � �4HRL�Z\YL�L]LY`VUL�RUV^Z�[OL�YVHK�PZ�NVPUN�IHJR�[V�ºUVYTHS»�HUK�VWLU�[OL�YVHK�ZHMLS �̀

In the week or so following your event
 � �,THPS�\Z�VY�NV�VU�V\Y�-HJLIVVR�WHNL�[V�SL[�\Z�RUV^�OV^�`V\�NV[�VU�

 � Celebrate the achievement with your neighbours, children, helpers, volunteers and stewards. 
Consider inviting them to have a look at the Playing Out website and Facebook page or sharing 
their feedback with you.

 �  If you have a local newspaper, consider sending a photo and a short piece about your session. 
0M�`V\�HYL�OHWW`�[V��VɈLY�`V\Y�Z\WWVY[�HUK�JVU[HJ[�KL[HPSZ�[V�V[OLY�Z[YLL[Z�^HU[PUN�[V�LUJV\YHNL�
street play, and direct them to the website.

>,33�+65,�,=,9@65,��
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Common concerns  

about playing out

>L»]L�W\[�[OLZL�[VNL[OLY�IHZLK�VU�V\Y�L_WLYPLUJL�ZV�MHY��>L�HYL�]LY`�OHWW`�[V�KPZJ\ZZ�PZZ\LZ�PU�
relation to playing out and will provide as much advice and support as we can….

I have concerns about this happening on my street. What do I do?
-PYZ[S �̀�YLHK�[OYV\NO�[OPZ�WHNL�¶�`V\�TPNO[�ÄUK�`V\Y�JVUJLYUZ�HYL�HKKYLZZLK�OLYL��0M�`V\�HYL�Z[PSS�UV[�
sure, talk to the person or people organising it. They will be happy to have an honest, neighbourly 
KPZJ\ZZPVU�^P[O�`V\�HUK�[Y`�[V�ÄUK�^H`Z�[V�THRL�Z\YL�`V\Y�JVUJLYUZ�HYL�HKKYLZZLK��0M�`V\�Z[PSS�^HU[�
to make a formal objection to the road closure you can contact the council. You need to be clear 
about where the proposed closure is and why you are objecting, giving your name and address. 
The council will attempt to address any concerns and weigh up the pros and cons in each instance 
before making a decision. The council cannot respond to anonymous objections and contact details 
will never be passed on. 

Why do children need to play in the street when there are parks nearby?
Parks are great for family outings and for older children who can get there independently but for 
younger children, it usually involves a special trip, organised and supervised by adults. This means 
that, unlike a generation ago, children are simply not getting enough everyday active play time.
:[YLL[�WSH`�PZ�]LY`�KPɈLYLU[��-PYZ[S �̀�P[�PZ�SP[LYHSS`�VU�[OL�KVVYZ[LW�ZV�JOPSKYLU�JHU�WSH`�ºZLTP�
Z\WLY]PZLK»�^OPSZ[�WHYLU[Z�NL[�VU�^P[O�V[OLY�[OPUNZ��;OPZ�HSSV^Z�MVY�TVYL�\UZ[Y\J[\YLK��JOPSK�SLK�
play. Secondly, children playing together on their street helps to build a sense of community and 
belonging, which in turn makes your street a safer and friendlier place.

Why can’t children just play in their own back gardens?
In cities, if you have a garden at all, the space is limited and the experience isolated. Street play is a 
way for children to meet and form friendships with other children on their street, who they may not 
JVTL�HJYVZZ�UVYTHSS`��[OL`�TH`�IL�H[�KPɈLYLU[�ZJOVVSZ�VY�VM�KPɈLYLU[�HNLZ��0[�HSZV�WYV]PKLZ�TVYL�
space and freedom to move. Big-rope skipping, hopscotch, roller-skating, cycling and scooting are 
HSS�NLULYHSS`�PTWVZZPISL�[V�KV�PU�H�[PU`�IHJR�NHYKLU�

This is a major inconvenience for me as a car driver, why should I let it happen?
0[�YLHSS`�ZOV\SKU»[�IL�H�THQVY�PUJVU]LUPLUJL�HZ�YLZPKLU[Z�JHU�Z[PSS�KYP]L�PU�HUK�V\[�K\YPUN�[OL�ZLZZPVU�
if they need to, just at walking speed to make it safe for everyone. For those not living on the street, 
P[�^PSS�\Z\HSS`�VUS`�TLHU�H�[PU`�HKKP[PVU�[V�QV\YUL`�[PTLZ�¶�^L�OH]L�UV�ZWLJPÄJ�YPNO[�[V�KYP]L�KV^U�
a particular street. Most sessions only last an hour or two and take place before rush hour and at 
weekends. If you do have concerns, do talk to the organisers about them and hopefully you can 
YLHJO�H�ZVS\[PVU��@V\�TH`�^LSS�ÄUK�P[�LHZPLY�[OHU�UVYTHS�[V�WHYR�VU�[OL�Z[YLL[��ZPUJL�VUS`�YLZPKLU[Z�
will be allowed in and out during the sessions.

Will you still let visitors/deliveries through?
Yes. Stewards will ensure that all drivers wanting to drive down the road are aware that through 
[YHɉJ�PZ�UV[�HSSV^LK�I\[�PM�H�KLSP]LY`�ULLKZ�[V�IL�THKL�VY�ZVTLVUL�PZ�]PZP[PUN��[OL�Z[L^HYK�^PSS�
escort the driver at walking pace to their destination. 
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This is going to have a negative impact on my business, why should I let it happen?
As part of the application process, everyone within the closure area should be consulted. If you 
are outside the closure area talk to the organisers about your concerns, in an open neighbourly 
^H`�¶�[OLYL�PZ�\Z\HSS`�H�^H`�HYV\UK�[OPUNZ�PM�`V\�YLHSS`�ULLK�HJJLZZ�[V�WHYRPUN�MVY�`V\Y�J\Z[VTLYZ��
although please remember there is no right to parking on a public highway, even for residents. There 
PZ�Z[YVUN�Z\WWVY[�MVY�JOPSKYLU»Z�YPNO[�[V�WSH`�V\[�HTVUNZ[�WHYLU[Z�HUK�NYHUKWHYLU[Z�PU�WHY[PJ\SHY��ZV�
`V\�TPNO[�L]LU�ÄUK�[OH[�I`�ILPUN�HJJVTTVKH[PUN�VY�VɈLYPUN�Z\WWVY[�`V\�PTWYV]L�`V\Y�I\ZPULZZ�
PTHNL�HUK�NL[�UL^�J\Z[VTLYZ�

Aren’t roads just for cars?
;OL�PKLH�[OH[�YLZPKLU[PHS�Z[YLL[Z�HYL�Q\Z[�ºYVHKZ»�P�L��WSHJLZ�ZPTWS`�[V�KYP]L�HUK�WHYR�JHYZ�OHZ�JYLW[�\W�
on us gradually and has now become an accepted fact. Up until the 1970s, street play was common. 
71% of adults played out in the street or neighbourhood as children, compared to only 21% of 
JOPSKYLU�[VKH`��7SH`KH`�WVSS���������;OL�Z[YLL[�PZ�V\Y�THPU�W\ISPJ�ZWHJL�PU�[OL�JP[`�HUK�[OL�WSHJL�
where a sense of community can be created. Playing Out is partly about challenging the perception 
that streets are nothing but highways and demonstrating their possibilities as social spaces for 
everyone.

Why do you need to close the road? We just played out as kids.
;PTLZ�OH]L�JOHUNLK��:[YLL[Z�HYL�T\JO�TVYL�[YHɉJ�KVTPUH[LK�HUK�P[�PZ�UV�SVUNLY�UVYTHS�[V�ZLL�
JOPSKYLU�V\[�WSH`PUN�HZ�P[�\ZLK�[V�IL��/H]PUN�[V�VYNHUPZL�HU�VɉJPHS�YVHK�JSVZ\YL�PU�VYKLY�[V�\ZL�[OL�
street in this way is not an ideal situation and is not a long-term solution. In some very quiet streets 
a road closure might not be necessary in order for children to safely play in the road. However, 
[OL�KHUNLY�MYVT�MHZ[�TV]PUN�[YHɉJ�PZ�VUL�VM�[OL�THPU�YLHZVUZ�[OH[�JOPSKYLU�KVU»[�WSH`�V\[ZPKL�
UV^HKH`Z��0U�THU`�YLZPKLU[PHS�Z[YLL[Z��JHYZ�¶�IV[O�WHYRLK�HUK�TV]PUN�¶�KVTPUH[L�[V�Z\JO�HU�
L_[LU[�[OH[�WSH`�ILJVTLZ�PTWVZZPISL��0U�[OPZ�PUZ[HUJL�JSVZPUN�[OL�YVHK�[V�[OYV\NO�[YHɉJ�HUK�OH]PUN�
stewards in place provides the reassurance parents need to allow their children to play out while still 
HSSV^PUN�YLZPKLU[Z�JHY�HJJLZZ��7SH`PUN�V\[�JHU�IL�H�ÄYZ[�Z[LW�[V^HYKZ�JOHUNPUN�H[[P[\KLZ�HIV\[�[OL�
place of cars in residential streets. Ideally, our streets would be spaces where cars and people of all 
ages can coexist happily. This is the long-term goal of Playing Out.

Won’t a playing out session bring lots of children to my street from elsewhere?
,HJO�WSH`PUN�V\[�ZLZZPVU�PZ�VYNHUPZLK�I`�YLZPKLU[Z�HUK�VUS`�W\ISPJPZLK�[OYV\NO�Å`LYZ�HUK�WVZ[LYZ�
on their own street and, sometimes, immediately neighbouring streets. They are for the children 
[V�OH]L�H�JOHUJL�[V�WSH`�YPNO[�V\[ZPKL�[OLPY�MYVU[�KVVYZ�HUK�UV[�KLZPNULK�[V�IL�W\ISPJ�ºL]LU[Z»��
However, it should be remembered that the street is a public space, so it is not possible or desirable 
to try to exclude people coming in from outside. It is very unlikely that you would have more than a 
ML^�MHTPSPLZ�QVPUPUN�PVU�MYVT�V[OLY�Z[YLL[Z�HZ�[OL�THPU�ºKYH^»�MVY�JOPSKYLU�HUK�WHYLU[Z��HZ�VWWVZLK�
to going to the park) is having direct access to your own house and toys, and getting to know your 
neighbours.

I’m worried that the noise made by children playing outside will disturb me.
6\Y�L_WLYPLUJL�PZ�[OH[�Z[YLL[Z�HYL�X\PL[LY�K\YPUN�WSH`PUN�V\[�ZLZZPVUZ�[OHU�^OLU�VWLU�[V�[YHɉJ��
[V�[OL�L_[LU[�`V\�HYL�TVYL�SPRLS`�[V�OLHY�IPYKZVUN��:VTL�WLVWSL�^V\SK�ZH`�[OL�ZV\UK�VM�JOPSKYLU�
playing is a wonderful thing and something we no longer hear enough of. In cities we all need to live 
HSVUNZPKL�LHJO�V[OLY�HUK�[VSLYH[L�H�YLHZVUHISL�HTV\U[�VM�UVPZL�MYVT�V[OLY�WLVWSL»Z�HJ[P]P[PLZ��,]LU�
[OVZL�^OV�KVU»[�KYP]L�OH]L�[V�SP]L�^P[O�[YHɉJ�UVPZL��*OPSKYLU�JHUUV[�IL�JVU[HPULK�^P[OPU�OV\ZLZ��
JHYZ�HUK�KLZPNUH[LK�ºWSH`�HYLHZ»��;OL�JP[`�PZ�[OLPYZ�[VV�HUK�P[�PZ�[OLPY�YPNO[�[V�\ZL�[OL�ZWHJL�PU�[OL�
way they need to. Often, playing out sessions are only an hour or two long and take place once a 
week at most. If there is a persistent problem with neighbours complaining about children making an 
unreasonable amount of noise, it may be appropriate to organise a street meeting to discuss it and 
try to reach a solution everyone is happy with.
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I am nervous about my car being damaged.
If you are very nervous about damage to your car, you may wish to park it elsewhere during playing 
out sessions. However, we have heard of very few incidents of damage in the hundreds of sessions 
that have taken place and would not expect the level of risk to be much greater than if children were 
scooting, skating or cycling on the pavement past parked cars. Parents are responsible for their 
children during playing out but any adult who sees a child causing damage should talk to them or 
their parents about it. The organisers and stewards will do their best to ensure that children play 
safely and responsibly.

Who is going to pay if my property gets damaged?
0U�[LYTZ�VM�KHTHNL�[V�WYVWLY[`��PUJS\KPUN�JHYZ���[OL�SPHIPSP[`�ZP[\H[PVU�PZ�UV�KPɈLYLU[�^P[O�H�YVHK�
closure than under normal circumstances i.e. people take responsibility for their own actions. 
Parents will have ultimate responsibility for their own children. And residents will need to resolve any 
issues between each other and their insurers. 

I don’t like the idea of children playing unsupervised. Who will make sure they don’t get up to 
mischief?
º.L[[PUN�\W�[V�TPZJOPLM»�PZ�H�WHY[�VM�JOPSKOVVK�^L�HSS�YLTLTILY��I\[�ZV�PZ�ILPUN�[VSK�VɈ�I`�HK\S[Z�
V[OLY�[OHU�V\Y�V^U�WHYLU[Z��0[�PZ�THKL�]LY`�JSLHY�[OH[�WHYLU[Z�HYL�YLZWVUZPISL�MVY�[OLPY�V^U�JOPSKYLU�
during sessions, but if any adult sees children playing out on the street seriously misbehaving or 
causing damage or injury they should take responsibility to speak to them or their parents about it 
in a reasonable way. Being kept in check by other adults in our community is an important learning 
experience.

Won’t it encourage children to think the road is a safe place to play under normal 
circumstances?
We have had many conversations with parents about this and there is a strong agreement that even 
`V\UN�JOPSKYLU�JHU�\UKLYZ[HUK�[OL�KPɈLYLUJL�IL[^LLU�HU�L]LU[�^P[O�H�YVHK�JSVZ\YL�HUK�UVYTHS�
circumstances. Playing out sessions are a good opportunity for parents to talk to their children 
HIV\[�YVHK�ZHML[`�HUK�[OL�KHUNLY�VM�[YHɉJ�I\[�HSZV�[V�VIZLY]L�^OH[�Z[YLL[Z�JV\SK�IL�SPRL�PM�[YHɉJ�
was less dominant and begin to think about ways to slow cars on their street.

I haven’t got young children and this idea makes me feel excluded from my own street.
We need to remember that for the vast majority of the time, children may feel excluded from 
this space right outside their homes. Playing Out is just a very small way to redress the balance. 
Organisers should make sure that residents of all ages feel welcome to be out on the street and 
ZLZZPVUZ�KVU»[�Q\Z[�MLLS�SPRL�MHTPS`�L]LU[Z��,X\HSS �̀�UV�VUL�ZOV\SK�MLLS�HU`�VISPNH[PVU�[V�ºQVPU�PU»�PM�[OL`�
KVU»[�^HU[�[V��([�ZVTL�ZLZZPVUZ��VSKLY�YLZPKLU[Z�VY�[OVZL�^P[OV\[�JOPSKYLU�OH]L�OLSWLK�[V�Z[L^HYK�VY�
just enjoyed sitting out, meeting neighbours and sharing memories about their own childhood play 
L_WLYPLUJLZ��7HYLU[Z�TH`�HZZ\TL�[OH[�[OVZL�^P[OV\[�`V\UN�JOPSKYLU�^VU»[�IL�PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�ILPUN�
PU]VS]LK��ZV�KV�THRL�P[�JSLHY�[V�[OLT�PM�`V\�^HU[�[V�IL��@V\Y�Z\WWVY[�^PSS�JLY[HPUS`�IL�^LSJVTL�

>OH[�V[OLY�ILULÄ[Z�HYL�[OLYL�[V�WSH`PUN�V\[&
As well as safer streets, another key factor in enabling street play is parental permission. Parents feel 
anxious about allowing children to play on the street for all sorts of reasons and often feel unsure 
about the cultural acceptability of letting kids play out on the street. Playing out sessions are a 
JOHUJL�MVY�WHYLU[Z�[V�NL[�[VNL[OLY�HUK�Z\WWVY[�LHJO�V[OLYZ»�KLZPYL�[V�SL[�JOPSKYLU�WSH`�V\[��:LL�º���
NVVK�YLHZVUZ»�MVY�TVYL�KL[HPSLK�PUMVYTH[PVU�HIV\[�[OL�ILULÄ[Z�VM�Z[YLL[�WSH �̀

5)��0M�HU`�PZZ\LZ�HYPZL�K\YPUN�`V\Y�WYVQLJ[�[OH[�`V\�KVU»[�MLLS�JVUÄKLU[�PU�KLHSPUN�^P[O��^L�HYL�]LY`�
happy to have queries passed on to us.





10 Good Reasons for Street Play

1.  Children need to play. It is vital for their physical and emotional development and 
for their social learning. It is also a human right under the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child.

2. �;OL�Z[YLL[�PZ�H�ISHUR�JHU]HZ��HSSV^PUN�MVY�[Y\S`�JOPSK�SLK�ºMYLL»�WSH �̀�WYV]PKPUN�
PTWVY[HU[�ILULÄ[Z�V]LY�Z[Y\J[\YLK��VYNHUPZLK�HJ[P]P[PLZ�PU�KLZPNUH[LK�ZWHJLZ�

3.  Children like to play near home and have traditionally done so. A 2007 poll found 
that 71% of adults played out on their street every day compared to only 21% of 
JOPSKYLU�[VKH`��7SH`�,UNSHUK���

4.  Children need ample space to play energetically. Many homes do not have 
NHYKLUZ�HUK�PU�JP[PLZ�[OLZL�[LUK�[V�IL�ZTHSS��4HU`�JOPSKYLU�JHU»[�NL[�[V�WHYRZ�HUK�
other open spaces easily whereas the street is instantly accessible.

5.  Playing in the street increases community cohesion and brings neighbours of all 
ages together by providing a sense of common space and shared ownership. It 
can engender a sense of collective responsibility and thereby increase the safety 
of the neighbourhood.

6.  It enables children to meet and develop friendships outside school and across 
age-groups and also increases contact between children and adults, helping to 
build up familiarity and trust.

7.  Through dealing with situations that arise independently, children can learn 
valuable social skills and gain understanding about the world around them.

8. �7SH`PUN�PU�[OL�Z[YLL[�HSSV^Z�MVY�ºZLTP�Z\WLY]PZLK»�WSH �̀�7HYLU[Z�JHU�NL[�VU�^P[O�
housework or looking after other children in the house while allowing children to 
play outside. Children are far more likely to play outside every day if allowed to 
play near their home, rather than relying on parents to take them somewhere.

9. �;OL�Z[YLL[�PZ�[OL�¸Z[HY[PUN�WVPU[�MVY�HSS�QV\YUL`Z¹��;PT�.PSS��������HUK�[OL�HIPSP[`�
[V�WSH`�PUKLWLUKLU[S`�PU�[OL�Z[YLL[�PZ�H�ÄYZ[�Z[LW�[V^HYKZ�NYLH[LY�PUKLWLUKLU[�
TVIPSP[`�HYV\UK�[OL�ULPNOIV\YOVVK�¶�[V�]PZP[�MYPLUKZ��NV�[V�[OL�WHYR�VY�^HSR�[V�
school.

10. Streets constitute the vast majority of public space in the city. To see them only 
as places to drive and park cars is to massively undervalue them. Streets can and 
ZOV\SK�IL�WSHJLZ�^OLYL�WLVWSL�JHU�ZP[��[HSR��YLHK��WSH`�HUK�^HSR�¶�HUK�L]LU�ZPUN�
HUK�KHUJL�PM�[OL`�^HU[�[V��;OL�VUS`�^H`�[OPZ�^PSS�OHWWLU�PZ�PM�^L�Z[HY[�[V�\ZL�[OLT�
KPɈLYLU[S �̀
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;!������ ���������,!�OLSSV'WSH`PUNV\[�UL[
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