
Things to remember:

u Materials containing asbestos that are in good 
condition and left undisturbed are safe and 

do not pose a risk to your health.

u Before carrying out DIY work always consult 
the Council to seek advice.

u Don’t drill, sand or scrape anything you think 
may contain asbestos – contact us for 
advice first.

u Always soak wallpaper before attempting 
to remove. If possible use a steam stripper 
and then gently peel away the paper, 

before re-decorating.

u Don’t try to remove textured coatings from ceilings.  
    Wash any areas of flaking paint before re-painting.

u Don’t try to remove old floor tiles or linoleum. Leave them 
in place and lay new floor coverings over them.

If you have any concerns or questions, 
please telephone the Asbestos 

Officer on Swindon 464342  
or email: 
housing@swindon.gov.uk
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Get Involved...

The Property Forum has a number of groups which help deliver various 
programmes of improvements to your properties.

Tenants are actively involved in decisions that affect your home such as, 
new kitchens, bathrooms, which areas are in need of improvements, 
adaptations and Gas Safety.

If you’d like to know more about being involved please email: 
getinvolved@swindon.gov.uk or phone Paul on  01793 463673

You can also view involvement opportunities on Facebook by 
joining our ‘Swindon Housing’ group; along with photos of various 
projects and join in on discussions about Housing services.

..5 minute surveys tick tenants’ box

Over 850 of our tenants are taking part 
in surveys (online or via post), voicing 
their views on ideas and service 
improvements – why don’t you too? 

There are also prize 
draw opportunities

For more information or to sign 
up: getinvolved@swindon.gov.uk
or t: 01793 464286

www.swindon.gov.uk/housing



What is Asbestos?

Asbestos is the name given to a group of fibrous minerals 
found naturally in many parts of the world. In the past, 
asbestos was added to a variety of products to strengthen 
them and to provide fie-proofing and noise reduction. 
Properties built since the mid-1980s are unlikely to contain 
asbestos in the fabric of the building. Properties built after 
1995 are extremely unlikely to contain asbestos anywhere 
in the building.

What is wrong with asbestos?

Nothing, when it is in good condition, but when asbestos 
materials age or become damaged they may release fibres 
into the air. The fibres, breathed in, could lead to asbestos-
related diseases in later years. People who have worked with 
asbestos for many years as part of their job  are most likely 
to be affected. Most instances of asbestos in housing are of 
low risk and unlikely to harm your health.

What should you do?

If you think asbestos-containing materials may be in your 
home, don’t panic! Asbestos in good condition will not 
release asbestos fibres. There is no danger unless the  
fibres are released and inhaled into the lungs.

Dos and Don’ts 

•	 Do check material regularly if you suspect it may contain 
asbestos. Don’t touch it, but look for signs of wear and tear, 
such as scratches, scuffs or water damage. If you notice any 
damage or deterioration please tell us.

•	 Do make sure you get our permission before making any 
changes or adaptations to the structure or fabric of your  
home or when carrying out any work that may disturb an 
asbestos-containing material. 

•	 This is for your safety – without our permission you may be 
putting yourself, your family or those carrying out work at risk 
of exposure to asbestos. You may also have to pay the costs of 
dealing with any asbestos incident caused.

•	 Don’t drill, cut or disturb asbestos-containing materials.

•	 Don’t scrape or sand asbestos-containing materials before    
decorating. Some types of aasbestos-containing materials  
are very soft and an release large numbers of fibres if rubbed  
or scraped.

If you are worried about asbestos in your home, or if you would 
like us to carry out a survey before you carry out any work, please 
contact us on 01793 464342 or visit www.swindon.gov.uk/
asbestos.

Our responsibilities

Where we know about any asbestos in your home we will ensure that 
any asbestos containing material is maintained in a safe condition. 
Where it is advisable the asbestos is removed, we will arrange 
this. Please do not try to remove any asbestos-containing material 
yourself. Only licensed contractors are allowed to remove and 
dispose of most types of asbestos.

Any asbestos-containing material left in our home will be in good 
condition. It will be covered or out of reach, so that removal will not 
be necessary. Our regular monitoring programme ensures it remains 
in good condition.

We are legally required to hold a register of where asbestos 
is in the communal areas where you live. The law does 
not currently extend to individual homes. However, as 
a responsible landlord, we undertake detailed asbestos 
surveys of our homes when we carry out improvement 
works and when we upgrade empty homes. We have also 
surveyed a representative sample of all our properties 
to find out which are most likely to have asbestos. This 
information is recorded in our asbestos register, so that we 
can let you know of any risks you may be exposed to.
 

How to get advice and information

Contacts us on 01793 464342 or 
visit www.swindon.gov.uk/asbestos. 


